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Columbus, Zheng He sailed from China with 300 ships and 28,000 men.
His fleet got as far as Africa and could have easily reached America, but the
Chinese turned back. What happened? (HFBGF 7 & > ey
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‘In this world of global interdependence, the value of
understanding more each other’s culture cannot be overstated.
Increasing that understanding through history so rich in enginerring
achiement is something I can enthusiastically support’.
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Venture towards the Seas: Cheng Ho Conference
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CHINA REVIEW

SPECIAL DOUBLE ISSUE

AsiallWbyage

From the Middle Kingdom

to Mombasawwith China’s
greatest adventurer
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AT,
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING  \§fi§/

s MY [

June 17, 2003

Dr. Jin Wu
1822 Greenplace Terrace
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Dr. Wu:

It was wonderful to see you again last week and to catch up on your activities
since we met in Taiwan several years ago. | especially appreciated your sharing your
discoveries about the voyages of Zheng He in the 15" Century. In general we westerners
know too little of Chinese history, but I was quite taken aback that I knew nothing of
such an extensive exploration of the world by this remarkable seaman. And, of course, 1
am intrigued by the scale and sophistication of the engineering in Zheng He's ships. |
have ordered the book, 1421, and look forward to learning more.

As you know, the NAE does not sponsor research—but if there is any way that |
can help, I would be pleased to do so. In this world of increasing global interdependence,
the value of understanding more of each other’s cultures cannot be overstated. Increasing
that understanding through history so rich in engineering achievement is something I can
enthusiastically support!

1 look forward to continuing our conversation about engineering education.

Sincerely,

(i

Wm. A. Wulf
President
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The Library of Congress
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Special Lecture (Washington, D.C., U.S.A., October 2003)
PRIFEFERER?
When China Discovered America?
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