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Preface

This book is based on lectures I gave at the University of California,
Berkeley, at the University of Chicago, and at the Accademia Nazionale dei
Lincei in Rome. The many flattering requests I received from audiences
expressing a wish to see the lectures printed persuaded me to collect them
and offer them for publication.

The lectures were addressed to people who are curious about the
physicist’s world, and I attempted to describe it as I would to a close friend
in another field. In other words, I tried to show not only the main discoveries
but also the way they were reached, the personalities of the leading physi-
cists, and the errors committed before the right path was found. The human
side and the succession of events are often full of drama.

Experience has also shown me that many young scientists wish to
know more about the personalities of important scientists rather than just
names attached to some discovery, and I hope that this book may at least
partly satisfy such legitimate curiosity.

The book does not pretend in any way to be a history of modern
physics and even less to be a small physics text. It is, rather, an impressionis-
tic view of the events as they appeared to me during my scientific career,
which started about 1927. Naturally they cannot be treated out of con-
text, and for this reason the story begins earlier. The choice of persons and
subjects treated is thus subjective, limited, and colored by my personal
experience.

I am indebted to the late Mrs. Laura Fermi, Professor J. Heilbron,
and several of my contemporaries and colleagues for criticism and sug-
gestions. I thank Professor F. Rasetti, I'Institut Solvay, CERN, California
Institute of Technology, Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, and others for illus-
trations.

January 1980 Emilio Segre
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