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Radiation emitted by the object at temperature T that passes through the slit is dis-
persed according to its wavelength. The prism shown would be an appropriate device for that
part of the emitted radiation in the visible region. In other spectral regions other types of
devices or wavelength-sensitive detectors would be used.
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fits the observed data perfectly.
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Max Planci
18581947

Gystav Robert
Kirchhoff 1824-1887

Max Planck (1858-1947, Germany).
His work on the spectral distribution
of radiation. which led Lo the quan-
tum theory, was honored with the
1918 Nobecl prize. In his later years,
he wrote extensively on religious and
philosophical topics.
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The energy density spectral distribution of the cosmic microwave background radia- .
tion. The solid line is Planck’s law with T = 2.735 K. The measurements were made by the
COBE satellite.





